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National Human Rights Institutions

NHRI are ‘cornerstones’ of national human rights
protection systems, providing key opportunities through
which human rights can be promoted, protected,
mainstreamed and nationally owned from within
disregarding their format as long as they comply with the
Paris Principles
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NHRIs: Fundamental Concepts

v “NHRIs are State bodies with a constitutional and/or legislative

mandate to protect and promote human rights. They are part of
the State apparatus and are funded by the State.”

v NHRIs are unique and do not resemble other parts of
government: they are not under the direct authority of the
executive, legislature or judiciary although they are, as a rule,
accountable to the legislature either directly or indirectly.

v NHRs are not NGOs; they have a statutory legal basis and
particular legal responsibilities as part of the State apparatus.

v If NHRIs have mandates to investigate complaints, they must be
neutral fact finders and cannot become advocates for one side or
another.

v NHRI must be independent both from the NGO sector and from
the Government
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NHRI functions

v Engagement with three powers of the State

v Human rights promotion — public awareness raising, training of
public officials and civil servants, mass media, civil society
engagement

v Human rights policy — research, providing policy advice,
reviewing laws for human rights consistency, national enquiries

v Complaints investigation, resolution and monitoring, court
proceedings

v Monitoring, control and follow up of human rights and the
general situation of offenders and prisons facilities.
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v' Basic and essential activity for ensuring human rights
compliance in prison systems.

v" It highlights abuses, protects imprisoned offenders

v' Shields prison staff from baseless criticisms

v' Strengthens and supports staff for complying with
Human Rights

v" Keeps prison conditions in the national agenda/discussion
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v In 1993, NHRIs established the International
Coordinating Committee of NHRIs (ICC) to coordinate
the activities of the NHRI world/wide network.

v In 1998, rules of procedure were developed and its
membership was enlarged to 16 members, four from
each of the geographical regions. At that same meeting,
the ICC resolved to create a process for accrediting
institutions.
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Levels of Accreditation

Type of Accreditation

LN
B
EEn C
B No application for accreditation
‘ ' No Data Available

Legend
B Observer Status - Not fully comphant wath
provided to make a deternunation
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