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For Confronting:

Discrimination? Gender Issues?
Special Needs?
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v'General management of institutions, applicable to
all categories of women deprived of their liberty,
including criminal or civil, untried or convicted
women prisoners, as well as women subject to
“security measures” or corrective measures ordered
by a judge.
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v" BR 1 says that Standard 6 of the SMR
regarding discrimination requires that
"account shall be taken of the distinctive

needs of women prisoners" and that
"providing for such needs shall not be
regarded as discriminatory"'
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Rationale

v Due to their vulnerability in prisons, social reintegration

of most women offenders with special needs is much better
served in the community than in prisons

(where their requirements can rarely be met and where

their situation is likely to deteriorate)

v Just the imprisonment of WSN comprises an unduly
harsh punishment.
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BK Rules’ Generic Character

Special needs of prisoner groups can vary significantly among
different countries:

Factors to consider:

Culture- Traditions— Religion
Economic , social and political contexts

Availability of resources
Level of development of the criminal justice system

RAOUL
WALLENBERG
INSTITUTE

95



RESOURCE MATERIAL SERIES No. 94

RAOUL
WALHENBERG
INSTITUTE

Special Needs/ Special Measures q)

v Women have a number of unique risk factors, protective factors,
and intervention’ needs that differ from their male counterparts.

v Greater proportions of women entering the system are parents of
dependent children, and they are more likely than men to be the
primary caretakers and sources of financial support for their children
prior to and following incarceration.

v Incarcerated women are more at risk for self-harm than for
violence toward others.

v Compared to men in custody, women are disproportionally
victimised sexually by other inmates and staff while incarcerated.
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Admission and Allocation

Standards SMR
7
BR Standards
2-3-4
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