
CHAPTER 3  CRIMINAL JUSTICE FLOW CHART

	 This chart shows the flow for criminal procedure for adult offenders in Japan.

 

Notes:	 1. Figures show the number of persons in 2009, including juveniles.    
	 2. �For figures under the heading “Public Prosecutors Office,” if the same person is processed twice, the number is 

counted as two persons.
	 3. �Figures under the heading “Court” refer to the number of defendants whose sentences were finalized.

Source: White Paper on Crime 2010. 

− 14 −

Offence

Clearance

Police etc.

Case received

Prosecution

Public Prosecutors
Office

Case received

Court

Formal Trial

Case received
Probation Office

Sentence of Imprisonment

Admission

Penal Institution

Referral to public
prosecutors.

Disposition of
trivial offences

Non-prosecution

Not-guilty etc.

Non-penal fine for
traffic offences

Investigation initiated by
public prosecutor etc.

Summary
Proceeding

Fine,
petty fine Fine, petty fine

Suspension
of execution
of sentence

Release on
Parole

Expiration of period
of probation, etc.

Release on
completion of the

period of
imprisonment

Suspension
of execution
of sentence
with probation

Revocation, etc.

Detention in
workhouse in lieu
of payment of fine

Persons newly received:
� 1,639,614 
Indictment: � 118,547
Summary Prosecutions:�441,047
Non-Prosecution:� 934,223

Guilty:� 502,712
Death Penalty:� 17
Imprisonment with
      /without work:�  71,993
(Suspension of execution of 
    sentence of imprisonment): 
� (42,945)
Fine:� 427,600
Misdemeanour imprisonment 
  without work, petty fine:
� 3,102

Not guilty:� 75

Newly admitted inmates:�28,293

(Newly received probationers 
and parolees) 
Persons under probation with 
suspension of execution of the 
sentence:� 3,671
Parolees from penal 
institutions:� 14,854
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